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Every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of this pattern; it is
presented in good faith. Pattern may be reproduced for personal use.

* Dark - 2142-07, Light - 3628-007
** Tropical Waters (2547-01), Rain Forest (3626-04),
Berry Basket (3281-09 dark, 3283-06 light),
Sunrise (2548-01 dark, 1766-08 light).

Fabric Requirements
• Best of Malam Spindle Strip roll in selected colorway
• *Fabric 1 (Background, Border, Binding) - 3 yards
• **Fabric 2 (Accent Border) - ¼ yard

Tropical Waters colorway shown
Finishes 60" square

For a free pattern and complete
fabric requirements, visit:
www.jinnybeyer.com/spindleharlequincharm

The Best of Malam Spindle
Strips used to make the
Snowbirds quilt has sufficient
leftovers to make the main
blocks in Jinny’s Harlequin
Charm quilt.

FREE Bonus Pattern —
Harlequin Charm

Snowbirds is designed to feature Jinny Beyer’s Best of Malam batik fabrics. It is quick to make, using 2½" x 40" Spindle Strips
and foundation piecing. The Spindle Strips provide enough fabric for this quilt and also for the Best of Malam edition of Harlequin Charm, also a free pattern. See the back cover for details.

Geese Background. From the remaining fabric, cut 13 strips
measuring 2½" x WOF. 150 left-side and 150 right-side
triangles are required. To cut these efficiently, fold each strip
right sides together, then cut a total of 150 rectangles
measuring 2½" x 3". Without separating the strips, cut the
rectangles in half once on the diagonal as in the illustration
below: 75 on one diagonal and 75 on the other. Each
rectangle yields two right or two left triangles.
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Step 2: Cut Background Fabric (Fabric 1)
Cut the fabric in the order as follows. Sashing and border
strips are cut oversized and are trimmed to fit in a later step.
Binding. Reserve 2/3 yard.
Sashing. Cut four strips measuring 2¼" x WOF.
Border 1 (Sides). Cut two strips measuring 2¼" x WOF.
Border 1 (Top/Bottom). Cut two strips measuring 1½" x WOF.
Trim the length to 30".
Border 3. Cut five strips measuring 4" x WOF. Sew three of the
strips together end to end, making a length of about 119".
From the length, cut two pieces, each about 52" long.

Foundation A

The Spindle Strips include 40 different fabrics; not all the
strips are used in the project. Refer to the Colorway Guides on
pages 8-11 and remove and set aside the fabric strips not
used in your colorway, making any other changes noted.

Cut the foundations out, leaving a margin of paper around the
outer solid line. Tape or glue a Foundation A and a B together
as illustrated below to make 10-geese foundations.

Foundation B

Step 1: Getting Started
It is very important to keep the Spindles Strips in order, with
#1 as the top/outside strip when the set is unrolled. Take a
few minutes to cut out and pin the strip labels on page 7 to
one end of each strip.

Step 3: Make the Flying Geese
Follow the instructions on page 6 to make the required
number of foundations. For the flying geese, cut the Spindle
Strips into pieces measuring 2½" x 3¾".
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Pattern assumes basic foundation-piecing and quilting
knowledge. (Alternate instructions for hand piecing the quilt
are provided on page 12.) All seam allowances are ¼". Read
the entire pattern before beginning. WOF = Width of Fabric.

*

Tape a Foundation B to the bottom of a Foundation A, aligning
the dashed line at the top of B to the dashed line at the
bottom of A.
Each of the five columns of flying geese in the quilt is made
from three of these 10-geese foundations. Label the
foundations with the column and section number: for
example, Column 1/Sections 1, 2 and 3; Column 2/Sections
1, 2 and 3, etc.
Working with one foundation at a time, and referring to the
Colorway Guide, label each triangle with the fabric number for
that position, starting with the triangle marked with *.
Cut the flying geese from the Spindle Strip in pieces measuring
2½" x 3¾".
Foundation-piece the flying geese, always starting at the
bottom of the foundation (*) and taking care to keep the
colored swatches for the triangles in order. Use a short stitch
length to make it easier to remove the paper. After completing
the foundations for the first 30 flying geese, sew the
foundations together to make one long column. Repeat for
the remaining four columns.
Step 4: Assemble the Quilt Center
Trim the sashing strips to 38" long; this should be the same
length as the flying geese columns.

Cut 75 sets of rectangles on one diagonal, and 75 on the
other, as illustrated. This yields 150 right triangles and 150
left triangles. (Note that if the fabric is identical on the both
the right and wrong sides, as is often the case with batiks, all
the rectangles can be cut on a single diagonal.)

Lay the flying geese and sashing strips out on a design
surface, orienting the geese strips as in the quilt image for
the colorway you are making (page 3): the first set “flies
down”; the second “flies up” and so on. Sew the strips
together with the sashing strips on the bottom. (Measures
22½" x 38" including seam allowances.)
Next, trim the Border 1 Side pieces to 38" long. Sew to the
sides of the quilt. Press. Trim the Border 1 Top/Bottom pieces
to 26" and sew to the top and bottom. Press.
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Step 5: Make & Add the Quilt Borders
Fabric 2 - Border 2 (Accent). Cut a total of 5 strips measuring
1¼" x WOF. Reserve two strips for the top and bottom borders.
Sew together the three remaining strips end-to-end, making a
length of about 120". From the length, cut two 50" pieces;
these are used for the sides.
Fold each Border 2 strip in half lengthwise and crease to mark
the center. Repeat for the Border 3 strips cut in Step 1.
Working on one border at a time, arrange the strips as in the
illustration below. Use the shorter strips of each fabric for the
top/bottom borders and the longer ones for the sides.
Matching the center creases, sew the strips together to make
four border pieces; the ends will not be even.
Border 2 (Accent)
Border 3

Follow Jinny Beyer’s No-Math Method for Perfectly Mitered
Borders on page 4 to add the borders to the quilt.
Remove the foundation papers.
Step 5: Finish the Quilt
Layer the quilt as follows: backing (wrong side up), batting,
quilt top (right side up). Baste the layers together, and quilt as
desired.
When the quilting is completed, trim the backing and batting
even with the quilt top edges.
Make binding strips using the reserved fabric; there is
sufficient fabric to make straight grain or bias binding strips
up to 2½" wide.
Bind the quilt using your favorite binding method or by
following the instructions in Binding a Quilt the Jinny Beyer
Way at: www.jinnybeyer.com/binding.
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Snowbirds Quilts

Snowbirds by Jinny Beyer

Tropical Waters

Rainforest

Sunset

Berry Basket
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Jinny Beyer’s No-Math Method for Perfectly Mitered Borders
Jinny has developed a simple way to cut and sew mitered quilt borders -- no tape measures required. This method works for rectangular or square quilts; a rectangular quilt is illustrated here.
To make the borders for the top/bottom of the quilt,
lay one of the shorter border strips across the center
of the quilt horizontally as in the illustration below.
(If you are bordering a square quilt, all the borders
will be the same size.)
Why the center of the quilt? Since the outside edges of a
quilt top often get stretched and opposite sides often
measure slightly differently, using a measurement taken
from the middle of the quilt will help keep the quilt from
“ruffling” at the edges.
To mark the first miter, position a right-angle triangle
so that one of the sides of the right angle runs along
the bottom edge of the border strip. Then carefully
move the triangle until the angled side touches the
point where the top edge of the border meets the
edge of the quilt. (If you are using a quilter’s ruler,
align the 45° line along the bottom edge of the border strip.)
Mark then cut the 45° miter line. Repeat on the
other side. Because the miter is cut right at the edge
of the quilt, the seam allowance is already included.
Repeat to cut a second strip or use the first as a pattern. These are the top and bottom border strips.

Position the ruler carefully so the angle starts right at the edge of the
quilt top 1 . The 45° line of a quilter’s ruler or the base of a rightangle triangle should be flush with the bottom edge of the border
strip 2 . Mark the mitered angles on the border strips then cut.

Repeat the process, this time laying a longer border strip vertically across the center of the quilt. Cut two strips in this fashion
for the sides of the quilt.
On the wrong side of the fabric of all four border pieces, mark the seam intersection point with a dot. Do the same for all four
corners of the quilt top.

On the wrong side of each border, draw a short line marking the ¼inch seam line along the short side of the border strip and the angled
side. You will match this seam intersection point with the dots marked
on the quilt corners.

Working one strip at a time, pin the border to the quilt center, matching the dots on the border and the quilt and easing in
any fullness. Sew the border strips to the quilt top, stopping and starting at the dots. Lastly, pin the angled border edges
together, carefully matching the seams if the border strips are made from multiple fabrics. Sew the miter seams, starting at the
dot and locking the stitches at the beginning and end of the seams.

Reprinted with Permission from
JINNY BEYER STUDIO
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Foundation A
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Foundation A

This page may be reproduced for personal use only.
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*

Foundation B

*

Foundation B

Copy the Foundations
Make eight copies of page 5, making a total of 16 Foundation
A (15 are used.) Make five copies of this page, making a total
of 15 Foundation B.
After making the copies, cut out each foundation, leaving a
margin of paper around the outside.
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Template Size Check
This box should measure
2 inches square.
If the box does not measure 2",
your templates/foundations will
not be the correct size.
If you are printing at home, be
sure your printer is set to print at
100% with “no scaling”.

*

Foundation B

This page may be reproduced for personal use only.
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Spindle Strip Labels
To help keep the Spindle fabrics in order, carefully unroll the bundle and pin these labels to one end of each of the Sprindle strips. The topmost (outer) fabric strip is #1.

1

11

21

31

2

12

22

32

3

13

23

33

4

14

24

34

5

15

25

35

6

16

26

36

7

17

27

37

8

18

28

38

9

19

29

39

10

20

30

40
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Best of Malam Spindle Strip Colorway Guide - Rainforest
Use this guide as a reference when making the Snowbirds foundations.
Fabrics are listed in the order they appear in the Spindle roll, with 1 being the topmost fabric.
Because of differences in printing, the colors printed here may not match the fabrics exactly.
After labeling each strip, remove the strips not used in this project.
Flying Geese Columns - Thirty fabrics are used in each column; the fabrics are used in the orders listed below. So, for example,
Column 1 begins with Fabric 4 and ends with Fabric 34. To keep you organized, label the foundations with the fabric numbers.
Column 1. 4 —>12, 14 —>34.
Column 4. 27 —>37, 39, 13, 39, 37 —>22.
Column 2. 35 —>37, 39, 13, 39, 37 —>14.
Column 5. 21 —>14, 12 —>4, 5 —>12, 14 —>18.
Column 3. 12 —>4, 5 —>12, 14 —>26.

1 - NOT USED

11

21

31

2 - NOT USED

12

22

32

3 - NOT USED

13

23

33

4

14

24

34

5

15

25

35

6

16

26

36

7

17

27

37

8

18

28

9

19

29

10

20

30

Snowbirds by Jinny Beyer

© 1999, 2014, 2019, RJR Fabrics

38 - NOT USED
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40 - NOT USED
Page 8

Best of Malam Spindle Strip Colorway Guide - Sunrise
Use this guide as a reference when making the Snowbirds foundations.
Fabrics are listed in the order they appear in the Spindle roll, with 1 being the topmost fabric.
Because of differences in printing, the colors printed here may not match the fabrics exactly.
After labeling each strip, remove the strips not used in this project.
Flying Geese Columns - Thirty fabrics are used in each column; the fabrics are used in the orders listed below. So, for example, Column 1 begins with Fabric 40 and ends with Fabric 6. To keep you organized, label the foundations with the fabric numbers.
Column 1. 40 —>35, 32 —>10, 6.
Column 4. 16 —>10, 6 —>1, 2 —>6, 10 —>21.
Column 2. 5 —>1, 2 —>6, 10 —>29.
Column 5. 22 —>32, 35 —>40, 39 —>35, 32 —>25.
Column 3. 30 —>32, 35 —>40, 39 —>35, 32 —>17.

1

11

21

31

2

12

22

32

3

13

23

33 - NOT USED

4

14

24

34 - NOT USED

5

15

25

35

6

16

26

36

7 - NOT USED

17

27

37

8 - NOT USED

18

28

38

9 - NOT USED

19

29

39

20

30

40
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Best of Malam Spindle Strip Colorway Guide - Berry Basket
Use this guide as a reference when making the Snowbirds foundations.
Fabrics are listed in the order they appear in the Spindle roll, with 1 being the topmost fabric.
Because of differences in printing, the colors printed here may not match the fabrics exactly.
After labeling each strip, remove the strips not used in this project.
Flying Geese Columns - Thirty fabrics are used in each column; the fabrics are used in the orders listed below. So, for example, Column 1 begins with Fabric 1 and ends with Fabric 37. To keep you organized, label the foundations with the fabric numbers.
Column 1. 1 —>12, 17 —>25, 29 —>37.
Column 4. 32 —>38, 13, 39, 40, 39, 13, 38 —>29, 25—>18.
Column 2. 38, 13, 39, 40, 39, 13, 38 —>29, 25 —>17, 12 —>8. Column 5. 17, 12 —>1, 2—>12, 17 —>22.
Column 3. 7 —>1, 2 —>12, 17 —>25, 29 —>31.

1

11

21

31

2

12

22

32

3

13

23

33

4

14 - NOT USED

24

34

5

15 - NOT USED

25

35

6

16 - NOT USED

26 - NOT USED

36

7

17

27 - NOT USED

37

8

18

28 - NOT USED

38

9

19

29

39

10

20

30

40
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Best of Malam Spindle Strip Colorway Guide - Tropical Waters
Use this guide as a reference when making the Snowbirds foundations.
Fabrics are listed in the order they appear in the Spindle roll, with 1 being the topmost fabric.
Because of differences in printing, the colors printed here may not match the fabrics exactly.
After labeling each strip, remove the strips not used in this project.
Flying Geese Columns - Thirty fabrics are used in each column; the fabrics are used in the orders listed below. So, for example, Column 1 begins with Fabric 1 and ends with Fabric 35. To keep you organized, label the foundations with the fabric numbers.
Column 1. 1 —>6, 11 —>22, 24 —>35.
Column 4. 30 —>39, 38 —>24, 22 —>18.
Column 2. 36 —>39, 38 —>24, 22 —>12.
Column 5. 17 —>11, 6 —>1, 2 —>6, 11 —>22.
Column 3. 11, 6 —>1, 2 —>6, 11 —>22, 24 —>29.

1
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21
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2

12

3
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4
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5
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7 - NOT USED

17

27
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39
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